
1 
 

  Roots & Branches Genealogical Society of West Volusia County  

                         General Meeting Minutes     

                                 21 April 2013 

The April meeting was called to order by the President, Louise Caccamise. Also present were 

1st VP Bob Weaver, 2nd VP Mary Lois Kelley, Treasurer Harriet Bolin, and Program Chairman 

Carol Izzo.  

Louise opened the meeting by announcing that Jerry Hale, who has held the following four 

positions: Corresponding and Acting Recording Secretary, Web-Master and Newsletter 

Chairman has resigned from these positions due to health issues. Louise asked for a volunteer 

to act as Recording Secretary for this meeting; Jane Burr volunteered. Louise handed out a 

short form with the position openings and asked for volunteers to fill the vacancies. She stated 

that Jerry has offered to train new volunteers for the positions. 

Carol Izzo congratulated Louise on her recently published book about DeLand, Memory Lane, 

A History of the Street Names of DeLand, Florida. 

Louise asked for visitors and who they were researching. Several spoke up, including, Joyce 

and Scott Eastman and Suzanne Atkinson.  Another visitor, Mr. Clyde Stickney from Halifax 

Genealogical Society, made a few remarks regarding the Volusia/Flagler Council of 

Genealogical Societies which holds seminars every 2 years; the plan is for the next one to be 

held in a central location like Daytona Beach. 

Louise noted that the last minutes on the website are from January, as Jerry has not been 

present since then. 

Harriet gave the Treasurer’s Report. The balance is $4,497.89 as of April 21.    

Louise thanked Bob Weaver for a good job with the publicity.  In attendance today were about 

40 members and visitors as a result of Bob’s effort. 

Louise commented on the excellent Spring Newsletter written by Jerry Hale.  She again noted 

that, in the absence of Jerry, and without a new volunteer, this would be the last newsletter.  

Chairman Barbara Ford conducted the 50/50 drawing. 

Carol announced that Ann Osisek will be the speaker on May 19 on the topic of the 

importance of military records. 
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Carol introduced today’s speaker, Barbara Costello, Associate Professor at Stetson University 

Library. Ms Costello’s topic was “Historical Treasures and Genealogical Gems.” Highlights from 

her presentation include the fact that Stetson University’s duPont-Ball Library which is 

celebrating its 125th anniversary as a Federal Depository Library is the oldest such library in 

Florida and has some resources dating to 1860.  While the main Stetson University Library is 

not open to the public, all materials in this section of the library are available to the public at 

no cost, in an impartial environment with a trained librarian for support whenever the main 

library is open. Her contact information is: bcostell@stetson.edu and 

www.stetson.edu/library. 

Note: After the meeting was adjourned, Louise reports that Dianne Goshorn volunteered for 

Newsletter Chairman for the “Roots & Branches Newsletter” and Elliot C. Lee volunteered for 

Website Chairman.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Jane Burr, Acting Recording Secretary 
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